
understanding power supply, hand speed, tip-to-tissue 
distance and interchangeable tip diameters.

“The tipless hand piece is an innovative addition,” 
he adds, “a great advantage of use in tip cost reduc-
tion.” 

As a business owner for almost 30 years, Dr. Noah 
says the flexible-waveguide CO2 surgical laser is “the 
most valuable piece of surgical equipment in terms of 
both gross and net income.”

On the topic of return on investment, Dr. Noah as-
serts that the laser pays for itself with use. He also says 
the laser may be used to assist payment for ultrasound, 
chemistry, digital radiography, endoscopy, software and 
other useful practice technology.

Dr. Noah also discusses the ease of marketing of 
laser services.

“If there’s one thing that’s changing and needs to 
change even more, it’s how we as veterinarians place 
value on our services. It’s easier with laser surgery, be-
cause irrespective of fees, clients will generally opt for 
laser surgery over conventional surgery.”

But Dr. Noah also opposes offering laser surgery over 
conventional surgery for an increased fee.

“If you know it’s the best, why offer less?” he asks. 
“Your clients will thank you. As a veterinarian, if you 
think it’s the best way to do surgery, don’t offer the 
other one. Clients will follow you. They know that you 
have credibility, they know you’re working for them … 
they will take you at your word.

“And in time,” Dr. Noah adds, “your number of cli-
ents will climb as through word-of-mouth explanations. 
I’ve seen it happen time and time again.”

We conclude this interview the same way we began, 
with Dr. Noah’s personal story. Much like he speaks 
about lasers and veterinary medical leadership, Dr. 
Noah is a leader in his own family life. He serves as a 
role model for his sons. All three sons followed in their 
father’s footsteps and joined the Air Force. (The young-
est one is retired.) His oldest son, also a veterinarian, 

is the vice commander of the U.S. Air Force School of 
Aviation Medicine.

“That’s where they send physicians to get their 
two-year residency in aerospace medicine,” the doctor 
explains.

Dr. Noah also has five grandchildren—two boys in 
the Ohio Air Guard and attending OSU, one in high 
school, and two granddaughters in grade school. He 
currently lives in Charlotte, N.C.

“Is there anything else you’d like to add, Dr. Noah?” 
I ask the doctor. 

He concludes with the following: “I’ve seen many 
changes in veterinary medicine, but the one that excites 
me the most is laser surgery. Owners of lasers are ada-
mant; they see their patients respond like never before; 
they are satisfying their clients as surgery requirements 
continue to rise.”  l

This Education Center article was underwritten by 
Aesculight of Woodinville, Wash., the manufacturer 
of the only American-made CO2 laser. 

Editor’s note: This interview with Don Noah, DVM, was 
conducted in February 2012.

By Alex Vitruk
For Veterinary Practice News

If you practice in North or South Carolina, chances are 
you’ve spoken to Dr. Noah, an experienced veterinar-
ian and helpful laser surgery consultant. With over 

45 years of experience in veterinary medicine, including 
15 as a laser sales representative, Dr. Noah offers his 
insight and expertise in this interview.

We begin with his personal story. Don Noah grew up 
on a dairy farm in Cleveland, Ohio.

“Born and raised on a dairy farm, I grew up with a lot 
of different animals,” he recounts. “I had to work morn-
ings and evenings!”

He did so until his senior year of high school, 
when he was offered a full scholarship to attend Ohio 
State University.

“After graduating from veterinary school,” Dr. Noah 
recalls, “I saw that all of my friends were called to Viet-
nam … and even though my number was in the draft, I 
never got a call!”

In turn, Dr. Noah volunteered himself and joined the 
Ohio Air Guard. He served in Korea as well as Vietnam 
(shortly after North Korean forces stole the USS Pueblo). 
In fact, Don Noah served 27½ years in the Air Force con-
currently with his career as a veterinarian.

“Instead of sitting idly on the weekends, I decided to 
serve my country,” he explains.

Dr. Noah owned a veterinary practice for 28 years. 
His first exposure to laser surgery arrived by chance, 
when his friend and colleague asked him to attend an 
AVMA meeting on his behalf.

“He asked me to gather information about different 

lasers, wavelengths, prices, etc.,” Dr. Noah says.  “At 
that time, around 1996, I didn’t know anything about 
lasers, so it was quite the learning experience.”

There he also attended a CO2 laser wet lab in order to 
learn firsthand.

“It was an eye-opening experience!” he exclaims.
As a result of that conference, not only did Dr. Noah 

incorporate CO2 laser surgery into his own practice, he 
also sold a laser to his friend. In time, Dr. Noah would 
serve as a DVM surgical laser consultant.

I then asked Dr. Noah how his knowledge and first-
hand experience in the veterinary field contribute to his 
work as a laser consultant. 

“What I always say to veterinarians is, ‘Although I 
always enjoyed surgery, it wasn’t what I looked forward 
to the most,’” he begins. “What I looked forward to was 
the accomplishment of getting patients better. But in 
the process of doing that, I did a lot of surgeries.

“With the CO2 laser, I saw how much easier surgeries 
became. I didn’t change the type of surgeries I did. I 
did the same surgeries, didn’t specialize in anything in 
particular, but I did many more surgeries with the laser; 
my patients responded better and I had a greater sense 
of accomplishment.”

He also cites clients’ responses to their pets’ ex-
pressions as another important and gratifying accom-
plishment: “Their [pets’] ability to walk smooth, to 
not be tight or limping. Their expression is … they’re 
comfortable.”

Dr. Noah also calls the Aesculight surgical laser “a 
superior adjunct to the hospital technology base.”

He explains: “This laser says good things about your 
office and staff … by getting effective and comfortable 
results from surgery. It allows the general veterinarian 
to maximize surgical capability yet does not jeopardize 
his ability to use surgical referrals. It allows him to do 

more of what is in the general surgery realm without 
being competitive to specialists.” 

“And how does having a top surgical laser differen-
tiate you from the competition?” I next ask Dr. Noah. 
“Having the best surgical laser technology indicates 
your office’s veterinary medical leadership by improving 
the well-being in patients,” he says. “For example, I 
have a hard time imagining soft palate resections, en-
tropion or perianal adenomas without lasers. … It’s a 
dramatic difference. Lasers are also great for utilizing 
on multiple papillomas, making the animal look and feel 
so much better. It’s … leading people from where they 
are into something better.” 

From an experienced practitioner’s standpoint, Dr. 
Noah says his new laser is remarkably easy to use and, 
like the flexible-waveguide Luxar, allows for superb vi-
sualization of the surgical field.

“Without the red stuff,” he jokes. “It’s simple. Just a 
different modality of cutting, not a change in surgery. It 
requires a very short learning curve.

“It’s enjoyable to have dynamic lecturers such as Dr. 
Godbold and Dr. Gores. Labs, they’re just a joy to at-
tend. They allow the imagination to flow. They’re not so 
structured that there’s only one way to do something; 
rather, there are several different approaches, and 
your limit is your imagination. This is one of the things 
I always stress when I’m in the wet labs. If you have 
an idea of what you’d like to do, the laser will take you 
there. All you have to do is loosen your imagination and 
let it go.”  

Dr. Noah recalls how he felt when he attended his 
first seminar about 15 years ago.

“It’s rewarding to see the light come on. You just 
see it on the expressions of the students—‘Ah, that’s 
how that happens.’” At the labs, Dr. Noah says, many 
laser surgeons can fine-tune their technique by better 
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Dr. Don Noah explains laser settings to 
students during a laser wet lab at the 2013 

Western Veterinary Conference.
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Laser surgery according to Dr. Don Noah

Dr. Noah with the Aesculight team at the 2015 
NAVC conference. From left, Mike Nieuwsma, 
Dr. Noah, Dr. Janine Sagris Dismukes, Steve 

Nielsen, Peter Schreiner and Rich Noss.

Dr. Donald Lester Noah of Charlotte, 
N.C., passed away at Carolinas Medical 
Center, surrounded by his family, on Jan. 
16, 2016. He was 79.

Don was born the second of nine 
children on Oct. 1, 1936, in Scio, Ohio, 
to Donald and Viola Noah and was a 
1954 graduate of Scio High School. He 
attended Ohio State University, where 
he earned a bachelor of science degree 
in agricultural education in 1958 and a 
doctorate in veterinary medicine in 1966.

He owned a general veterinary practice 
for many years in Wayne County, Ohio, 
and was an officer in the Ohio Air Nation-
al Guard, retiring at the rank of colonel. 
As a Guardsman, he was deployed to 
South Korea in 1968 following the cap-
ture of the USS Pueblo by North Korea. 

Dr. Noah relocated to Phoenix in 
1993, where he continued to practice 
veterinary medicine. In 1998, he joined 
Aesculight Lasers as a surgical laser con-

sultant. Additionally, Broth-
er Noah was a 32nd degree 
Mason and a Shriner.

In addition to his signifi-
cant endeavors in veterinary 
medicine and the U.S. Air Force, Dr. 
Noah was a private pilot and held many 
positions of professional and community 
leadership. These included president of 
the Ohio Veterinary Medical Association, 
president of the Wooster Shrine Club 
and deputy director of the Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture. He also was elected 
to the Smithville, Ohio, Town Council. 

He was honored as a distinguished 
alumnus of Ohio State University in 2014.

Dr. Noah is survived by his wife, Bev-
erly Sue (nee Statler); his sons Donald 
(daughter-in-law Catherine, granddaugh-
ter Caitlin, and grandsons Donald and 
Connor), John David (daughter-in-law 
Angie and granddaughters Allie and 
Cassie), Douglas (daughter-in-law Luda 

and grandson Declan), and 
stepdaughter Laynie Alvarez 
(stepson-in-law Joseph and 
step-granddaughter Abbie).

His siblings include Shir-
ley (Ernie) Davis (deceased in 
2006), Bobby (Nancy) Noah, 
Charlotte (Don) Young, Harry 

(Jan) Noah, Janet (Claude) Paumier, Tom 
(Debbie) Noah, Betsy (Chris) Doerfler 
and Nellie (Bill) Kintner.

Don was admired by many and will 
forever be remembered as a wonderfully 
loving husband, an unparalleled father 
who provided unerring guidance and 
advice, a brilliant medical diagnostician, 
a gifted surgeon, and a generous com-
munity leader.

He was our rock and will be sorely 
missed.

In keeping with Don’s wishes to 
be cremated, a memorial service was 
held Jan. 30 at Scio United Methodist 
Church in Scio, Ohio. A celebration 
of life followed at the Scio American 
Legion hall.

Dr. Don Noah, 1936-2016
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two-year residency in aerospace medicine,” the doctor 
explains.
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the Ohio Air Guard and attending OSU, one in high 
school, and two granddaughters in grade school. He 
currently lives in Charlotte, N.C.

“Is there anything else you’d like to add, Dr. Noah?” 
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He concludes with the following: “I’ve seen many 
changes in veterinary medicine, but the one that excites 
me the most is laser surgery. Owners of lasers are ada-
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continue to rise.”  l

This Education Center article was underwritten by 
Aesculight of Woodinville, Wash., the manufacturer 
of the only American-made CO2 laser. 

Editor’s note: This interview with Don Noah, DVM, was 
conducted in February 2012.

By Alex Vitruk
For Veterinary Practice News

If you practice in North or South Carolina, chances are 
you’ve spoken to Dr. Noah, an experienced veterinar-
ian and helpful laser surgery consultant. With over 

45 years of experience in veterinary medicine, including 
15 as a laser sales representative, Dr. Noah offers his 
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We begin with his personal story. Don Noah grew up 
on a dairy farm in Cleveland, Ohio.

“Born and raised on a dairy farm, I grew up with a lot 
of different animals,” he recounts. “I had to work morn-
ings and evenings!”

He did so until his senior year of high school, 
when he was offered a full scholarship to attend Ohio 
State University.

“After graduating from veterinary school,” Dr. Noah 
recalls, “I saw that all of my friends were called to Viet-
nam … and even though my number was in the draft, I 
never got a call!”

In turn, Dr. Noah volunteered himself and joined the 
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that time, around 1996, I didn’t know anything about 
lasers, so it was quite the learning experience.”

There he also attended a CO2 laser wet lab in order to 
learn firsthand.
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serve as a DVM surgical laser consultant.

I then asked Dr. Noah how his knowledge and first-
hand experience in the veterinary field contribute to his 
work as a laser consultant. 

“What I always say to veterinarians is, ‘Although I 
always enjoyed surgery, it wasn’t what I looked forward 
to the most,’” he begins. “What I looked forward to was 
the accomplishment of getting patients better. But in 
the process of doing that, I did a lot of surgeries.

“With the CO2 laser, I saw how much easier surgeries 
became. I didn’t change the type of surgeries I did. I 
did the same surgeries, didn’t specialize in anything in 
particular, but I did many more surgeries with the laser; 
my patients responded better and I had a greater sense 
of accomplishment.”

He also cites clients’ responses to their pets’ ex-
pressions as another important and gratifying accom-
plishment: “Their [pets’] ability to walk smooth, to 
not be tight or limping. Their expression is … they’re 
comfortable.”

Dr. Noah also calls the Aesculight surgical laser “a 
superior adjunct to the hospital technology base.”

He explains: “This laser says good things about your 
office and staff … by getting effective and comfortable 
results from surgery. It allows the general veterinarian 
to maximize surgical capability yet does not jeopardize 
his ability to use surgical referrals. It allows him to do 

more of what is in the general surgery realm without 
being competitive to specialists.” 

“And how does having a top surgical laser differen-
tiate you from the competition?” I next ask Dr. Noah. 
“Having the best surgical laser technology indicates 
your office’s veterinary medical leadership by improving 
the well-being in patients,” he says. “For example, I 
have a hard time imagining soft palate resections, en-
tropion or perianal adenomas without lasers. … It’s a 
dramatic difference. Lasers are also great for utilizing 
on multiple papillomas, making the animal look and feel 
so much better. It’s … leading people from where they 
are into something better.” 

From an experienced practitioner’s standpoint, Dr. 
Noah says his new laser is remarkably easy to use and, 
like the flexible-waveguide Luxar, allows for superb vi-
sualization of the surgical field.

“Without the red stuff,” he jokes. “It’s simple. Just a 
different modality of cutting, not a change in surgery. It 
requires a very short learning curve.

“It’s enjoyable to have dynamic lecturers such as Dr. 
Godbold and Dr. Gores. Labs, they’re just a joy to at-
tend. They allow the imagination to flow. They’re not so 
structured that there’s only one way to do something; 
rather, there are several different approaches, and 
your limit is your imagination. This is one of the things 
I always stress when I’m in the wet labs. If you have 
an idea of what you’d like to do, the laser will take you 
there. All you have to do is loosen your imagination and 
let it go.”  

Dr. Noah recalls how he felt when he attended his 
first seminar about 15 years ago.

“It’s rewarding to see the light come on. You just 
see it on the expressions of the students—‘Ah, that’s 
how that happens.’” At the labs, Dr. Noah says, many 
laser surgeons can fine-tune their technique by better 
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